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There is that  one special full moon in July when 
you can  a lmost count on the skies being clear 
and the temperatures mild.   Each year , this event 
is  marked by an invitat ion for  the summer interns 
to spend a  night on Tiffany Mountain with Peter  
Morr ison and Aileen Jeffr ies.  This year did not 
disappoint .  The sun set over  the rocky crags and 
snow patches of the North Cascades to our west, 
and the moon rose through blue-gray clouds on 
the opposite hor izon.   In the morning we sat, 
bundled up, watching the pink r ibbon clouds and 
purple mountains.   With the sunr ise, the full 
moon slowly descended in the west .  This is the 
kind of exper ience that often defines an intern’s 
t ime at PBI.  
 
There are the many hours spent in the office and 
working in the field,  but there are a lso many 
afternoons to be spent hiking or biking after the 
work day is done.   This summer Becky Schultze,  
Kirsten Harma and myself,  Pamela Becwar,  spent 
many wonderful afternoons and weekends out 
explor ing the North 
Cascades.   
 
The North Cascade 
region offered Becky 
many opportunit ies that 
aren’t  available on the 
plains of South Dakota.  
Becky took her  first 
backpacking tr ip ear ly 
in the summer and found 
a new love in fording 
r ivers and climbing 
mountains.  She also kayaked and kept up her 
habit of running every morning at 5:15 am.  
Becky is now back in South Dakota finishing her  
degree in biology and consider ing graduate 
school.  
 
Kirsten became the wildfire intern.   Her 
contr ibutions came in the flurry of the Wildfire  
Report with late nights and t ight deadlines. 
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Kirsten also worked 
on the weeds project  
and wetlands delinea-
tion for  the Roadless 
Washington Cam-
paign.  Amazingly,  
she st ill had t ime to 
go on wilderness 
tr ips, go biking and 
play ult imate Fr isbee.   
Kirsten headed back 
to Western Washing-
ton’s Huxley College 
of the Environment to finish her  senior  year.       
  
For myself,  there was the wealth of knowledge 
(seemingly endless) that Peter shared with me 
during my internship.   He would touch leaves 
as we walked by dur ing our many hours in the 
field,  asking if I knew the plant species.   Often 
I, shaking my head would think “This will be 
on the test .”  But after many repetit ions of this 
exercise I find myself walking by plants, touch-
ing them, saying their  name.   What a treat to 
spend the summer in the North Cascades! 
 
Often t imes at the office,  I will be looking 
through files or projects and find that  the qual-
ity of past interns work is wonderful.  I’m im-
pressed with the work they have done.   I am 
also impressed with PBI’s commitment to in-
terns.  A great deal of tra ining and effor t goes  
into maintaining an active internship program.  
I have heard Peter say that the interns are one 
of PBI’s most valuable resources.   Every intern 
br ings something new to PBI but PBI gives us 

incredible exper iences and 
tra ining.   I have to say that  I 
appreciate a ll the opportuni-
t ies that the internship pro-
gram has offered.   Thanks 
PBI!  
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our knowledge of what methods are and are not 
effective in weed control and what condit ions  
encourage weeds to establish themselves.   And I 
will continue brushing up on Latin. 
 
The Alien Weeds project was recently funded by the 
Kongsgaard-Goldman Foundation and an EPA grant. 
 

I  expected 
my summer 
with PBI to 
provide me 
with a 
greater 
knowledge 
of science 
and 
research.  
However , I 
did not 

expect the lessons to include an ancient language.   
Before I could go into the field to collect  data for 
var ious plant studies,  I needed to brush up on the 
scientific plant names,  which meant a lot of 
Latin! 
 
Once I was able to identify plants and apply their  
scientific names,  I was ready to make my 
contr ibution to three studies on alien weeds.   I 
assisted in data collection and entry for the 
Chewuch Weed Pilot  Project .  This study is 
focused on weed control strategies on a section of 
the West Chewuch Road near Winthrop,  WA.  
The second year  of data was collected and a 
report  writ ten for another  study that was 
concerned with manual control methods of 
Dalmatian toadflax (Linarea dalmatica) and 
Diffuse knapweed (Centaurea diffusa) on a shrub-
steppe ecosystem.  The final report will be an on-
going study looking at the population dynamics 
of six weed species in the Chewuch watershed. 
 
The invasion of exotic plants into natural 
ecosystems is extremely detr imental to wildlife 
habitat  and the value of many natural resources.  
Exotic plant invasions decrease soil productivity,  
cause tremendous economic loss, and contr ibutes 
to the endangerment and extinction of native 
species.  Most exotic species become established 
in areas where soil disturbance has occurred or 
the native vegetation has been removed or 
a ltered.   Weeds can also enter  ecosystems by the 
movement of their  seeds by human activit ies,  
livestock,  and natural seed dispersal mechanisms.   
These exotic species out-compete the native 
vegetation because of their  natural competitors 
and predators are absent.   
 
The goal of these ongoing studies is to increase 
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